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NEW HD SERIES - NOTCH
A notch is machined in the mating sides of the 
brake block at the minimal thickness 
measurement. This ensures that the wear 
indicator can be seen through the inspection 
hole of the dust shield which is located at the 
thickest portion of the block. Once the block is 
worn down to the top of the notch, it must be 
replaced.

RECESSED TOP PORTION
Similar to the in-laid scribe line, however the 
material above the scribe line is removed.  
Once the block is worn down to the scribe line, 
it must be replaced.

IN-LAID SCRIBE LINE
A scribe line is made in the side of the block at 
the minimal thickness measurement. Once the 
block is worn down to the scribe line, it must be 
replaced. 

Visual wear indicators are mandatory on all Heavy duty brake block. There are three common visual wear indicators 
and how that indicator looks differs from one manufacturer to another. Our new HD series Friction material is made by 
Federal Mogul and has a different wear indicator than our previous HD series friction from Meritor. The pictures and 
descriptions below outline the different approved wear indicators commonly used in our industry. Our new HD series 
block uses the “Notch” indicator.  

HALF MOON (not shown)
In this method there is a ¼ circle of material removed from the corner of the black at the mating sides. This indicator was used by 
Carlisle and for a short time Bendix.  We could not find any example of this visual indicator in our stock or on any cores.

Visual wear indicators are meant as a reference tool only.  
Minimum lining thickness measurements should be performed by a certified brake technician. 


